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Homeowners Respond to Communications Survey

By Susan Camp, Chair, and Jay Hartfield, Member,
High Desert Communications Committee

Survey Results

Thanks for your candid and thoughtful feedback about the
best ways to communicate with you about High Desert mat-
ters! We received 120 responses during May and June, and
that is guiding our efforts to continually improve our High
Desert communications.

The Communications Committee was formed almost 10
years ago to provide recommendations to the Board about
communications within High Desert. During that time, the
Committee Chairs have overseen the website and Apache
Plume and have made changes to adapt to the times. The big-
gest change came a couple years ago when the website was
revamped to address concerns from Voting Members. The
Communications Committee wanted to know if High Desert
wanted other ways of communicating besides these main-
stays, and we appreciate your feedback so we can explore op-
tions that meet your needs.

How You Get Information Today
We asked how you receive information about High Desert
today and homeowners told us that the Apache Plume, web-
site, and emails are their primary sources of communications.
Most respondents were positive about all three of these, but
there were some suggestions made for improvements that we
will explore.

Although used less frequently, homeowners said they need
to be able to contact HOAMCO directly for questions, par-
ticularly questions about how our processes work. There were
frustrations expressed about those HOAMCO interactions,
and the Board will explore ways to improve them. Listed
least frequently was receiving information via word-of-mouth
from neighbors or Voting Members, and unfortunately, sev-
eral homeowners said they didn’t even know who their Voting
Member was. Voting Members indicated a need for tools to
help them with such communications.

A standout is the Town Hall meetings that were started this
year. They have gained a large support base in their relatively
short tenure and are already a significant source of informa-
tion for homeowners.

Do You Want to Use Other Tools?

We also asked how residents would like to communicate go-
ing forward. There was strong support expressed for using text
messaging to communicate, and moderate support for Face-
book and phone blasts. There was little interest in Instagram
or Twitter.

An underlying theme is that homeowners would like a time-
ly way of being notified about High Desert matters, but they
don’t want to be flooded with texts or emails. They like the
Apache Plume, but they need more timely information. They
like the website but don’t want to search for information that
has changed or for new articles. Basically, many homeowners

Continued on Page 21
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Tom Murdock, who spent 16 years in con-
tinuous service on the High Desert Board of
Directors and who devoted countless hours to
the association as a volunteer since 2000, died
July 27 following a fall at his home in Solterra.

“Tom was first elected to the Board in 2004
along with Ray Berg and me,” said Jay Hart-
field. “He was then re-elected seven more times
for a total of 16 years of continuous Board ser-
vice. Nobody else even comes close”

Tom began volunteering in 2000 as a Voting
Member shortly after moving to High Desert with his wife Margo (a
gardening columnist for the Apache Plume) from Houston, Texas. He
went on to be elected to the first entirely homeowner-controlled High
Desert Board of Directors in 2004, where he was elected Treasurer.

Tom Murdock

Tom Murdock, Past Board President, Treasurer, VM
Spent 21 Years as Dedicated High Desert Volunteer

Tom served as Treasurer for six years, as Vice President for two years
and as President of the Board for eight years. Throughout that time
he continued to operate his software company, Spring Lake Software,
from his home.

If there was a High Desert special event in the park, a Welcome
Committee Wine and Cheese party, a Run for the Hills race event, a
quarterly Voting Member meeting or Board meeting—Tom was there.

“I first met Tom in early 2006 within a year of my arrival at High
Desert,” said Reg Rider, current President of the Board. “I served with
Tom from 2007 to 2012 as a board member and board president. Tom
was completely dedicated to ensuring that High Desert was the best in
Albuquerque in everything we did. He was the Treasurer, set up the
Run for the Hills race event annually, was an advocate for a multitude
of resident activities and knew the High Desert covenants and bylaws

Continued on Page 7
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President’s Summary

IR Town Meeting

I want to thank all of you who participat-
ed in the July Town Meeting. We had 108
residents register for the meeting, which
was an all-time high. I enjoyed the lively
discussions on fire and crime. The Board
took some good ideas away from the meet-

i ing.

Reg Rider
Landscape Contract

Yellowstone, our landscape contractor, continues to make prog-
ress in catching up on deferred maintenance of the community. If
you have an input please contact the High Desert office (HOAM-
CO). They will make sure that the work identified gets into the
plan. Yellowstone tells me that they should be “caught up” by the
end of October.

Security in High Desert

Security has become an increasing concern with residents dur-
ing the course of this year, largely driven by increases in crime in
Albuquerque. In High Desert, we have had a relatively low level
of crime with about one to two incidents a month involving either
a house break-in or car theft and/or damage, however, this is still
certainly more than we would prefer.

Security in High Desert depends on three parties. First is the
Albuquerque police (APD) and Bernalillo Sheriff (BCSO) both of
whom do routine patrols and follow up any incidents. In addition,
the Association has paid “Chief’s Overtime” to have a presence by
officers before and after their shifts. These officers have done some
traffic enforcement and a general patrol of the neighborhoods.

Second, we have a contracted security patrol, currently done by
G4S, which provides a 24-hour, seven-day-per-week patrol of the
entire High Desert community. This security patrol is not autho-
rized to engage individuals but only to observe and report inci-
dents.

The third line of defense has, and always will be, the individual
homeowners who are making sure homes are secured properly and
using other best practices.

Given the recent concerns, the HDROA Board has been investi-
gating several options:

« Increasing patrols by G4S, which does not appear to be a good
option due to costs. Adding a second car 24/7 would essentially
double the current budget of $200,000/year. Even having the sec-
ond vehicle on patrol for only 12 hours each day is still a significant
investment.

o We have been investigating cameras from a company by the
name of Flock that would be placed at the entrances and exits to
capture all car license plates along with vehicle makes. These vid-
eos would only be available to the police and would be directly
monitored or retrieved by them. The cost of these is about $15,000
per year which is not excessive. However, they are, after the fact,
only dependent on the willingness of the police to use them. There
would be signage which would provide something of a deterrent
also. We are still evaluating this option.

o An increased BCSO presence was discussed but this rapidly be-
came not an option. The day after the last Board meeting the Asso-
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By Reg Rider, HDROA President

Security has become an increasing concern with
residents during the course of this year largely
driven by increases in crime in Albuquerque.

ciation was notified that the Sheriff’s Department was discontinu-
ing the “Chief’s Overtime” program due to a shortage of officers
following the same action taken by APD over a year ago.

Homeowners as Defense

That brings us to the third line of defense—homeowners. The
Crime Committee and the Board are assessing the interest of indi-
vidual villages to start or reinvigorate Neighborhood Watch pro-
grams. These can be very effective but need to have the active par-
ticipation of a number of volunteers within each village. Any costs
will be covered by the Association. Those villages wanting to start
a Neighborhood Watch program need only to look on the web-
site at www.highdesertliving. net/ Community Safety/Neighborhood
Watch, or contact HOAMCO at highdesertmanager@HOAMCO.
com. In addition to Neighborhood Watch, we are planning to hire
a security consultant to help us define best practices and to also be
available to provide homeowners with security reviews to insure
they are securing their homes in the best way.

This is an important issue and it will take efforts by all parties to
be successful.

x BOB'S

PAINTING, inc.

All INTERIOR and EXTERIOR

PAINTING
Includes PREP, PRIMING, and REPAIRS

For a FREE Estimate

« Call 823-2400

Your Trusted Painter in High Desert
Visit our website at bobspainting.com

License #26789 Fully Insured and Bonded
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Ballots Going Out For Voting Member Elections

By Lynnette Rodriguez,
Community Association Manager

Elections

Voting Member elections are coming up
for the following villages: Aerie, The Can-
yons, Chaco Ridge, Desert Highlands, Des-
ert Mountain, Highlands, Mountain High-
lands, Trailhead, Trillium, West Highlands,
and Wilderness Canon. Ballots will be mailed in the first two weeks
of August. Make a point of marking your ballot and mailing it in!

Lynnette Rodriguez

High Desert HOAMCO Office is Open

We are happy to announce that the HOAMCO High Desert of-
fice on Montgomery is open for business. Pending no change in
the current Governor’s Order, the office is open Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m.- 4:30 p.m. Appointments are recommended to ensure
the proper paperwork or gate key is available at the office. Please
email: highdesertmanager@hoamco.com or call 505-314-5862 to set
up a convenient time to stop by.

Concrete Repair & Stucco
We are aware of many concrete repairs needed in the gated vil-
lages. We are currently working with a concrete vendor to prepare
a bid to complete all the work needed currently. We anticipate to
have this work scheduled in the next few weeks. We will commu-
nicate directly with your Voting Members in those villages where
concrete work will be completed. Also, the community-wide stucco

work continues. Visit https://www.highdesertmaintenance.com to
see schedules and updates and photos.

Committee Changes Name
From “Fire Prevention” to “Fire Preparedness”

The fire committee in High Desert has a new name.

“We are changing our name to Fire Preparedness from Fire
Prevention,” said Judy Pierson, Chair. “The rationale is that we
cannot prevent wildfires, but we can prepare for them in order to
protect our homes and property” She noted that the term “Fire
Preparedness” has replaced the older term “Fire Prevention” from
Smoky the Bear days in all fire safety programs now. “Even Smokey

>

couldn’t prevent wildfires,” she said.

Pet Sitting & Home Care Services
Loving & Personalized Care For Your Pets & Home

Roberta Borders
505.239.5838

v Pet Care While You Are Away From Home

Ve Feeding, Medications, Poop/Litter Scooping

v Vet/Groomer Appointment Taxi

' Daily Dog Walking Services
Home Checks, Plant Care

v Excellent References

www.robertaborders.com iﬂl

As Heads Up Landscape Contractors it was our honor to serve High Desert for many years.
Now, as Yellowstone Landscape, we're proud to once again partner with your beautiful community.

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL | GROUNDS MANAGEMENT
LANDSCAPE DESIGN & INSTALLATION | XERISCAPING
WATER MANAGEMENT | PLANT HEALTH CARE

Q 505.898.9615 Offices in Albuquerque, Los Lunas, & Santa Fe
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'GREG LLOBBEREGT

Your Trusted Source fjor Real Estate lnformation

Selling HIGH DESERT since 1996

Over 30 years experience serving in Albuquerque Metro Area

- , \ GLOBAL
CELL: 505.269.GREG (4734). | EMAIL: GREG@GREGLOBB.COM iy LUXURY.
WWW ABQFOHSALE COM.|' WWW,GREGLOBB.COM * , : £

‘ ASSOCI&IE BROKER, EIIS | OFFICE: sﬁﬁtz-em

BUYING SEASON IS BACK. HERE ARE SOME TRENDS TO LOOK FOR

With peak buying season upon us, here’s what analysts are expecting to see this year:

Increasing Mortgage Rates

It appears, depending on how the economic recovery progresses, that mortgage rates could continue to
increase. Earlier in the year, rates were holding under 3%, but those rates have steadily increased over
the past several weeks as more and more Americans are vaccinated, it's expected that economic
recovery will continue, and this will likely contribute to an upward movement in mortgage rates. If

you're thinking of buying this summer, it may be in your best interest to lock in a rate as soon as possible.
Inventories Could Increase

Many home shoppers found the lack of inventory to be a major source of frustration during the past
year. It was difficult, if not impossible, to find available properties. And, when something went on the
market, it was often scooped up in days or sometimes just hours.

Some analysts are expecting to see increased inventory this year. As more people become vaccinated
and a general sense of stability returns, home sellers who were deterred from making a move in 2020
will be more likely to list their properties.

Millennial Movement

Another trend that could continue influencing the real estate market this spring and beyond is an
increase in Millennial Buyers. Nearly five million Millennials are set to turn 30 this year, and they now
comprise the biggest segment of home buyers. In 2018, Millennial homeownership was at record lows,
but there is evidence that this is changing.

Around 86% of younger Millennials and 52% of older ones are buying their first homes; and some are
buying luxury properties that are well beyond what you'd consider a starter home.

Millennials will likely drive the market through 2021. A survey from the National Association of Home
Builders in the fourth quarter of 2020 found that 27% of Millennial respondents planned to buy a home
in the next 12 months, up from 19% the year before.

The Online Trends are Growing

Online real estate services grew in functionality and popularity this past year.

3D home tours, virtual Realtor teleconferencing, and online closings aided by tools like Authentisign and
Docusign are all ways that technology is facilitating a simpler home selling or buying experience.
Regardless of the state of the pandemic, the convenience afforded by online real estate technology is
here to stay.

12700 Sandia Ridge Place NE 3 Bedrooms | 4 Bathrooms | 3,468SF | $850,000 | MLS#996231

HIGH DESERT LIVING AT IT'S FINEST!! Open the gate to the private courtyard with soothing cascading water fountain and enter through the
custom hand carved front door. Once you cross over the threshold the WOW FACTOR transcends throughout this impeccably kept home.
The original owner was the builder himself (Starbright Custom Homes) and you can certainly tell with the extra attention to detail in every
room. This 3-bedroom single level Contemporary Southwest style home offers incredible features to include a stacked stone waterfall upon
entry, large great room with GORGEOUS MOUNTAIN VIEWS and beeswax fireplace, absolutely amazing kitchen with cherry wood cabinets
and floating drawers.

The primary suite is its own oasis with spa like bathroom with Jacuzzi tub & steam shower, beam ceilings, fireplace, and its own access to
the backyard. The very good-sized secondary bedrooms

both come with their own en-suite baths. The meticulous private backyard offers a beautiful water feature with koi pond, built-in grill,
covered and uncovered patios perfect for entertaining and taking in those SANDIA MOUNTAIN VIEWS. Three car garage with hobby room /
work bench and copious storage. The amenities this home offers are impressive. To name just a few... refrigerated air, hot water
recirculating pump, two gas fireplaces, 3 water features, built-ins throughout to display art and books, Iuxury lighting, surround sound to
include patio and garage. THIS IS A BEAUTY!!!

FREE TRAM PASSES!
Up to Four FREE Tram Passes will be available from me every day! FOR A FREE REAL ESTATE REVI EW

Email: greg@greglobb.com | Phone: 269-GREG (;173;1} CALL OR EMAIL GREG
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High Desert Patrol Report: April-June 2021

Call Type: April May  June Call Type: April May June
CRIMINAL/ Gate Issues 0 4 2
CRITICAL EVENTS: - - - Street Lights/Maintenance 1 0 2
Assault/Fight 0 0 1
Breaking/Entering: Home 1 1 0 OTHER: _ _ _
Breaking/Entering: Vehicle 0 6 0 Animal Control Calls 0 0 0
Construction Site Burglary 0 0 0 Abandoned Vehicle Calls 0 0 0
Dwelling Fire 0 0 0 Snake Calls 0 0 0
Vehicle Fire 0 0 0 Vacation Home Checks 17 22 18
Grass/Wild Fires 0 0 0 Security Inspection 123 203 196
Medical Emergency 0 0 0
Alarms 2 1 4
Suspicious Person/Vehicle 0 3 1 .
Vandalism s 37 Security Contact Numbers:
TRAFFIC EVENTS: - - - + In the event of a true emergency (a crime in progress or a life-
Vehicle Crash 0 0 0 threatening situation) call 911 immediately. Residents should
Parking Violations 3 7 3 then follow up immediately with a call to G4S Security Patrol
PREVENTION & NUISANCE: - - - at (505) 485-5658.
Loud Music/Party Noise 0 0 0
Salesperson/Solicitor 0 0 0 * For urgent, but non-emergency situations (a suspicious person
Open Door/Window/Garage 3 7 2 or vehicle, an annoying salesperson, a loud party, an animal
Notices Posted on Residences 0 0 0 complaint, etc.), call the G4S Security Patrol at (505) 485-5658.
PQO[(J)LIIS;SII;?; OF LIFE: ? ? ? * For routine calls (such as notifying G4S of vacation dates, etc.)
- you should also call the Security Patrol at: (505) 485-5658,
(Lost) Children 0 0 0 . .. . . .
(Lost) Pets 0 0 0 or go to M{ww.hzghdesertllvmg.net, cl'lck on High Desert Living/
Community Safety and then Safety Tips to see contact numbers.
(Lost) Property 0 0 0

A Very

Accepting Applications for 2021-2022

Smart Start!

And where the love of learning begins.

Preschool & Grades K-S

Sunset Mesa School

Excellence in Preschool & K-5 Education

505-208-7626
sunset-mesa.com

NE Heights
Morris & Candelaria




High Desert www.highdesertliving.net August 2021

HIGH DESERT DERMATOLOGY

David Carey MD e Stephanie Gonzales PA-C « Emily Bryl PA-C
Jessica Hammond PA-C e« Juanita Feuchter PA-C

| IGH DESERIS
~:xM \TOLQ(}Y

Cosmetic
Dermatology

505.938.4214

12241 ACADEMY ROAD NE, SUITE 204

(NW CORNER OF TRAMWAY & ACADEMY)

Now ,4@09’0&73#_ ’4 il
) Patt UL ; , lopointments
New Patients, warHighDesertDermalology.com il

DR. CAREY VOTED TOP DOC By ALBUQUERQUE THE MAGAZINE: 2010, 2013, 2014, 2015, 2018, 2020

Introducing Our New Providers!

Dr. David Carey would like to introduce you to High Desert
Dermatology’s newest providers— Jessica Hammond, PA-C
and Juanita Feuchter, PA-C. We are very excited to bring two
more providers to the team at High Desert Dermatology. Both
new providers are currently in training under Dr. Carey, so you
can expect the same level of compassionate and skilled care
that we pride ourselves in here at High Desert Dermatology.
Our new providers will enable us to shorten the wait time for
new appointments, and allow us to increase the number of
appointments that are available on Saturdays.

Juanita Feuchter,
PA-C

Jessica Hammond,
PA-C

* Medical Dermatology * Surgical Dermatology °
* Cosmetic Dermatology * Pediatric Dermatology * Laser Hair Removal °

We Are Accepting New Patients * Saturday Appointments Available
12241 Academy Rd. NE * Suite 204 »
Albuquerque, NM 87111  ALBUQUERQUE THE MAGAZINE
: ! TOP DOC: 2010, 2013, 2014,

e 505-938-4214 ¢ ™ %oui v s

HIGH DESERT

DERMATOLOGY Book your appointment by calling or going online to:

WWWHIGHDESERTDERMOTOLOGYCOM

David Carey MD ° Stephanie Gonzales PA-C ¢« Emily Bryl PA-C * Jessica Hammond PA-C ¢ Juanita Feuchter PA-C
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Tom Murdock Remembered — From page 1

in detail. Ilearned a lot from Tom and have always respected his opinion.
He will be missed by High Desert”

Jay met Tom in 2000 when both were members of what at that time was
a very small group of Voting Members that met monthly. “I didn’t know
until Tom, Ray Berg and I were elected to the Board in 2004 that we had all
been at Purdue University at the same time some 40 years earlier;” recalled
Jay, “although none of us knew the others. A small world indeed”

Ray Berg, current Board Treasurer, added, “All of us had a history with
Purdue University, so we were referred to as the Purdue Mafia” As mem-
bers of the first homeowner-controlled board, the responsibility weighed
heavily on members to get it right.

“Although the developer left the
Association in excellent financial
condition,” Ray said, “we had to
devise our own procedures since
the developer didn’t want to bias
the board. So Tom had to come up
with processes to manage all of the

| ¥ 77 finances. We have continued to be

: A in excellent financial health due in
Margo and Tom Murdock large part to Tom’s influence”

“I guess that the one thing that impressed me most over the years,” said
Jay, “was Tom’s unwavering commitment to the well-being of the High
Desert community and to the preservation of the ideals upon which it was
founded. In that regard, he had no equals”

Voting Member Chair Harrison Jones agreed. He observed Tom in ac-
tion when he first attended a Voting Member meeting in 2015. “Tom’s
intelligence, thoughtfulness and dedication to all things High Desert were
abundantly clear,” he recalled. “His concern and personal advice regarding
the relationship between Voting Members and the Board was a major fac-
tor in my decision to seek the Voting Member chairmanship. Tom was
always ready to listen and share his experience and perspective. All of us
will miss him.

ALTAIR HOMES

Since 1977
Remodel Specialists
* Kitchens
» Baths
* Additions
Building Beautiful Homes in
High Desert since 1996

Creative design for all
your needs

505-797-1112

www.altairhomes.com

Certified Green Builder

Tom Murdock (right) with
Jay Hartfield (left) and Ray
| Berg (center) in 2014 on
the 10th anniversary of the
first homeowner-controlled
Board of Directors. All
| three men served together
on the 2004 Board of Direc-
tors. Tom continued on the
board until 2020.

Clay Wright, past president of the Board, worked for several years with
Tom. “His dedication to our community is unquestioned,” he said. “I can-
not begin to calculate the hours of time he donated in the service of High
Desert. He did so with no interest in accolade or recompense. Our communi-
ty’s thoughtful stewardship was his single focus. I will deeply miss my friend”

Lynn Claffy, current Contracts Chair, first met Tom in 2000 at a block
party in Solterra. “The woman who hosted the party had an electric range
that literally would not boil the large pot of water to cook the shrimp be-
ing served,” Lynn said. “The woman knew that my husband and I had a
gas stove, so Tom carried the ten gallon pot of water filled with tons of raw
shrimp down to our house to cook the meal”

Lynn remembers Tom as a close friend. “He was someone who was al-
ways there no matter what,” she said. “When I was laid off after 35 years,
he coached me on how to become a consultant in my field. My birthday
is New Year’s Eve. Tom and his wife Margo have prepared a delicious
dinner for me and whomever I want to invite as guests for the last 15 years.
When my husband was scheduled for surgery last summer, he drove us to
the hospital. Tom will be missed by so many”

David Bentley, former Vice President of the Board, recalled his time
with Tom. “Working with Tom was a learning experience for me because I
had no experience as a member of a board of directors for a homeowners
association,” Dave said. “Tom immediately took me under his wing and
helped me to learn the ropes. I was amazed with the wealth of informa-
tion he had about how the Board of Directors functioned and situations
ranging from a welcoming party for new residents to handling legal issues
in court cases. Tom knew all the rules and regulations and was very ada-
mant that following these was a necessity. He devoted a huge number of
hours each day to this end and consulted with me by telephone at all hours
including early mornings, late evenings, and mealtimes! I was always un-
comfortable when Tom would vacation away from Albuquerque because I knew
I could not fill his shoes. I am proud that Tom and I became very close friends”

Susan Camp, Communications Co-Chair, remembered that Tom never
avoided unpopular issues “Tom was usually the first one to step up when
Voting Members brought up sensitive issues,” she said. “Even when he
knew people would be unhappy, he didn’t shy away from the discussions
that needed to happen”

Russ Rhoades, former Chair of the Voting Member group, remembers
first meeting Tom back in 2004 when Russ was on the Nominating Com-
mittee considering homeowners running for the Board of Directors. Tom
had put his name in and Russ and the Committee interviewed him and put
Tom’s name on the slate. “Tom’s heart was always in the right place,” Russ
recalled. “He always tried to serve the best interests of the High Desert
community and the association.”

Dr. Janet Brierley, former Board Director, worked for several years with
Tom. “When I joined the Board, Tom was already something of a legend in
High Desert,” she said. “He had been working for the community for years
and had a wealth of knowledge. As Board President, he patiently explained
the background of ongoing issues and used his historical knowledge of the
community to give measured and thoughtful opinions in Board meetings.
As Treasurer, he streamlined the reports, making them concise and easily
understood, and completely overhauled the method of calculating reserve funds.
The residents of High Desert will benefit from Tom's hard work for years to come”

In 2014 Tom was asked in an interview with the Apache Plume why he
continued to remain so involved with the association. “I will continue
to volunteer as long as my contribution is wanted and valued,” he said.
“There have been some challenging moments over the years, but I have
tried to make a positive difference for High Desert?”
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A L Free Tram Passes
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Available

‘ D RE AM AHM O ME S Call to reserve yours today!

BY VERONICA GONZALES 505-440-8956

SOLD
“The Aerie at High Desert” - Rldeend

Just Listed

Sandia Heights
$610,000

5723 Vulcan Vista Dr NE $365,000

Market Stats for High Desert

11 0 9 12

Homes on Market Coming Soon Closed Sales Homes Under Contract
5664,711 9 14
Avg list price Avg days on market Avg days on market
Closed sales Closed sales Homes under contract
* Stats from 6/19/2021 to 7,/19/2021
THERE HAS NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME TO SELL!
Call Veronica for your market consultation

Best of Zillow
are the top 10% of Zillow Premier Agents

Trustworthy, Respansive, Knowledgeable
90+ Customer Experience Score

BEST OF ZILLOW |

KELLERWILLIAMS

Veronica Gonzales

Xuft / Veronica@ABQDreamHomes.com
INTERNATIONAL
www.ABQDreamHomes.com

703 Academy Rd. NE Albuguerque, NMB7108 505,271 8200 50 5_440_89 56
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Goatscaping Takes Off Like Wildfire! 3.5 rau ™

...Well, the goatscaping project was not literally on fire, but
the enthusiasm and outcome generated in May by almost 80 goats
brought in to eat High Desert weeds was considerable. In just one
day, the goats removed a full acre of fire-prone weeds and under-
growth without motorized tools, machinery or chemicals.

The goats are from Horned Locust Goatscaping and were brought
for a few days of browsing in the open arroyo spaces owned by
several High Desert homeowners on larger Estate lots. The goats
arrived early and noisily descended a ramp from the livestock truck
into a fenced-off pathway leading them to the site for the day. The
fencing was portable and could be electrified so that it could be moved
during the day to direct them to new areas for concentrated grazing.
At dusk, the goats were loaded up to return the next morning,

Almost 100 people visited to see the goats and talk to repre-
sentatives from the ABQ Fire Rescue department and fire ecology
professors from New Mexico State University as well as the Fire
Adapted New Mexico organization. Since that first day, which was
at my home, 10 other homeowners have had the goats on their lots
or have them scheduled this October. The cost of the goatscaping
was $400 per half acre and was paid by each homeowner.

Pilot Program to Reduce Fuel Load
All participating homeowners are part of a pilot program to

weeds in early May as part of the pilot Goatscaping project in
High Desert. Eleven homeowners have committed to using the
goats this year as a more natural and efficient method of reducing
weeds around homes and in arroyos and reducing fuel loads in
arroyos.

compare the use of goats to reduce the fuel load around homes in
High Desert (and thereby reduce the potential of a wildfire spread-
ing) against the more expensive option of mechanical removal by
landscapers with power equipment or poisonous sprays. In fact, due
to cost and time required for traditional landscaping of ¥ -1 acre,
most of the privately owned arroyos have not had effective fuel re-
duction ever! The build-up of dense overgrown flammable bushes
and thick, dry, dead undergrowth presents tremendous fire hazards.

The danger of fire spreading rapidly and to homes was exempli-
fied two years ago when a fire started in a vacant lot in The High-
lands and, due to high winds, spread to almost seven acres of arroyo
within minutes. Several homes had damage. No one wants a repeat
of that trauma. And let’s not even think about what would have hap-
pened if the wind had shifted to carry the fire and embers down into
the builder communities west of High Desert Rd.  The goatscaping

technique has been used
as a fire management
tool in other countries,
many states, and parts
of New Mexico to clear
noxious plants such as
cheatgrass and other
weeds before they have
a chance to seed and
establish noxious plants
in an area. Before the
High Desert develop-
ment was built, wild
animals grazed the land
naturally. Now we need
to create the opportu-
nity for nature to restore - Ve

balance for a healthy en- "% RN TN
vironment. . Horned Locust Goatscaping provided
. The bene.ﬁt of bring- ;4 herd of 80 goats to browse the ar-
ing in goats is threefold. royos of several Estate homes to reduce

First, the hoof action e botential fire fuel load of dry weeds
breaks up the topsoil. .4 grass.

Second, the urine and

defecations add organic

material to enrich the soil. Lastly, the goats clear the weeds and lay-
ers of dried undergrowth so that the ground is now able to support
the growth of healthy grasses and native plants. Fires will neither
spread as fast nor have flames as high, so fires would burn off quick-
ly and be less likely to involve bushes, trees or homes. We cannot
prevent fires in the arroyos, but we can prepare for them by reduc-
ing the fuel and creating firebreak zones around our homes.

More Goats This Fall

One session with the goats is a start. A second session will be
planned this fall when the rattlesnakes are hibernating. Following
the summer, the goats eat chamisa after their bloom, and juniper
and pinon as well. Goats like brush, woodier shrubs and even tum-
bleweed and gourds. Shrubs and bushes need periodic pruning or
foliage blocks the sun so the plants become unhealthy or die. With
an overbalance of top growth to root structure, plants are unable to
push out new growth. The goat pruning results in a reduction in the
size of shrubs and plants, and the clean-up of dry, dead underbrush.
Next spring will bring new growth and healthier, more fire-resistant
plants.

In spring and fall 2022, the same cycle could be repeated for
further soil regeneration and support of the new native perennial
plants that can now flourish. Often after the soil is enriched and
new native plants established, goats are needed only once a year for
a fall clean-up.

With the documentation of changes on the pilot sites, we will
have more information about the usefulness of this technique in
our High Desert environment. We are, after all, in a critical Wild-
fire Urban Interface, so must stay vigilant. If you are interested in
more information or would like to get on the fall schedule, con-
tact Judy Pierson, Chairperson Fire Preparedness Committee at
hd.firepreventioncommittee@gmail.com.
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Treasurer’s Report: Year End, Fiscal Year 2020-2021

By Ray Berg, Treasurer

For the Fiscal Year 2020-21 the Master As-
sociation had an income of $1,244,566.04,
which was $22,596.96 less than budgeted. This
was primarily due to the low interest rates and
: the elimination of late fees during the pandem-

Ray Berg ic. The expenses were $1,238,529.97, which
was $22,687.97 over budget. So we had a net operating gain of
$6,036.07 or about 0.5% of budget.

The Master Reserve Fund had expenses of $190,914.22 with
Operating Account transfer income of $76,610.00. The vast major-
ity of the expense was for wall stucco work, which is a reflection
both of the age of High Desert and more recent work that was of
poor quality. In spite of the expenses, the Master Reserve remains
fully funded when compared to the current Reserve Study. This is
also a reflection of the Reserve Fund funding process put together
by the Board in previous years.

The Gated Village accounts had income of $315,417.04 with
transfer to Reserves of $99,254.00) and expenses of $140,291.62,
for a net Operating Account income of $75,871.42. Some of this
can go to expenses expected to occur next Fiscal Year. In the past
this money would remain in the cash account and be available as
a “rainy day fund.” This is the combination of the Operating Ac-
count cash balance and the Extraordinary Fund. Since there is no
legal reason to maintain two accounts, we are looking at combin-
ing these to simplify the Association accounting.

The Master Reserve Account has a balance of $608,684.04, after
paying over $190,000 for stucco maintenance, as well as a few
other expenses. The balance still places the Master Reserve Ac-
count at full funding level according to the Reserve Study analy-
sis. However, because of the more conservative process adopted

by the Board over a year ago, it still needs additional funds to be
considered fully funded. (Note that we don’t aspire to full funding,
only to about 90% funding, which is normal for properly operating
Reserve Funds.)

The Gated Villages Reserve Accounts have a combined balance
of $1,133,178.62, which places most of the village Reserve Funds
above the recommended funding level. The villages that aren’t ad-
equately funded are having changes made to their contributions to
bring them into compliance. Note that these funds are continually
being adjusted as expenses are covered and contributions are ad-
justed to maintain their funding status. However, one of the goals
of the Board is maintain “stable” assessments, so you don’t have to
be continually adjusting your payments to the Association.

As of June 30, 2021, the High Desert Residential Owners As-
sociation has total cash assets of $2,678,377.94, The Association
continues to be well positioned to meet all of its obligations well
into the future.

Resenve Account Balances
HOROA FY21 Year End
Master BHEEE4 D
ATOyD 1076596.54
Canyons 158982.23
Chaca Compound B2788.36
Degeart Mountain 27131913
Enclave 108369 45
Legends 123662 63
Trillivem 25009601
Wikdamess Canon 14536.31
Witdemass Compound 104214.50
CASH TOTALS 1B50350.20

* See more Treasurer s Reports on page 11 ¢

Pre-K through 5th grade & Nonprofit s Core Values « Child-Centered Education
Bus Service » Extended Day Childcare # Outdoor Environmental Education

Book an in-person or virtual tour, today! Call 505-243-6659 to schedule.

{ Manzano Day School

Joy in Learning® Since 1938

JSAS MAOE
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\ Q L]
HDROA FY21 Year End \\/ ngh De S ert
(As of June 30, 2021) HlGH‘\\DEbERT
[Accounts Actual| Annual Budget ’
= T Report
4100 - HOMEOWNER ASSESSMENTS $1,168,560.00 |  $1,168,560.00 re asurer S ep Or S
4200 - COST SHARING - ALTEZZA $75,788.21 $81,103.00
4310 - ASSESSMENT INTEREST ($1.77) $3,000.00
4330 - ASSESSMENT LATE FEES $0.00 $2,500.00
4350 - LEGAL/COLLECTION FEES $456.96 £10,000.00 HDROA Gated Villages Income/Expense Report
4600 - INTEREST INCOME $2,990.64 $2,000.00 YTD as of 30 June 2021
4515 - UNREALIZED GAIN (LOSS) ($2,628.00) $0.00 Canyons
4800 - PENALTIES/FINES (S600.00) $0.00 INCOME $20652 53
Total INCOME| $1,244,566.04 | $1,267,163.00 TRANSFER TO RESERVES (7,500.00)
TRANSFER BETWEEN FUNDS EXPENSES 6,058.09
8900 - TRANSFER TO RESERVES ($76,610.00) ($76,610.00) OPERATING NET INCOME (LOSS) 16,064 44
Total I $1,167,956.04 |  $1,190,553.00 Chaco Compound
EXPENSE INCOME $19,021.58
ADMINISTRATIVE TRANSFER TO RESERVES (7,000.00)
5150 - ADMINISTRATIVE SUPPORT PR $78,104.71 $77,400.00 EXPENSES 6.219.98
5250 - BANK CHARGES £80.00 $150.00 QOPERATING NET INCOME (LOSS) 5,801.62
5400 - INSURANCE $18,369.26 $17,570.00 Desert Mountain
5530 - LIEN/COLLECTION COSTS $290.20 $1,000.00 INCOME §118,904.37
5625 - OPERATIONAL SUPPORT $3.404.24 $2,500.00 TRANSFER TO RESERVES (#1,387.00)
5650 - BOARD/VOTING MEMBER MEETINGS $5,849.18 $4,000.00 ?;Zi':iiz T Y 22.:;;‘22
5800 - OFFICE EXPENSE $767.76 $2,500.00 The Enclave
5620 - PRINTING $2,103.80 $10,000.00 INCOME §20309.40
5840 - MAILINGS 53,481.84 $11,000.00 TRANSFER TO RESERVES {10,200.00)
5850 - BILLING STATEMENTS $8,929.74 $10,000.00 EXPENSES 15.679.94
| Total ADMINISTRATIVE] $121,360.73 $136,120.00 OFERATING NET INCOME (LOSS) 342046
COMMON AREA Trillium
8550 - STREET LIGHT MAINTENANCE $1,432.58 $0.00 INCOME $50994.94
Total COMMON AREA| $1,432.58 $0.00 TRANSFER TO RESERVES (15,288.00)
LANDSCAPE EXPENSES 19,105.55
6300 - LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE $214,574.7T1 $275,000.00 OPERATING NET INCOME (LOSS) 16,601.39
6305 - LANDSCAPE CONSULTANT $7,276.17 $0.00 Wilderness Compound
5310 - LANDSCAPE REPLACEMENT $4,482.22 $15,000.00 INCOME $16,542.06
5330 - LANDSCAPE OTHER $16,731.42 $10,000.00 TRANSFER TO RESERVES (3,700.00)
5340 - ARROYO & POND MAINTENANCE $23,349.10 $15,000.00 EXPENSES 1,316.74
6350 - EROSION CONTROL $9,357.32 $12,000.00 OPERATING NET INCOME (LOSS) 11,525.32
6360 - IRRIGATION REPAIR & MAINTENANCE $22,841.01 $25,000.00 The Legends
6370 - PET CLEANUP $28,034.65 $15,000.00 INCOME $35714.16
6380 - TRAIL MAINTENANCE $14,448.71 $4,000.00 TRANSFER TO RESERVES (8,739.00)
5390 - TREE SPRAYING $0.00 $5,000.00 EXPENSES 14.746.38
5395 - LANDSCAPE PROJECTS - MASTER PLAN $185.06 520,000.00 OPERATING NET INCOME (LOSS) 12,228.80
Total LANDSCAPE| _ $341,280.37 $396,000.00 Wilderness Canon
INCOME $15,278.00
EROFESSIONAL FEES TRANSFER TO RESERVES (5,460.00)
5100 - ACCOUNTING/TAX PREP FEES $6,364.63 $7,000.00 EXPENSES 4 226,06
5270 - CONSULTING $72,013.12 $50,000.00 PTG NET NS —Tee
5500 - LEGAL FEES-COLLECTION/SMALL CLAIMS|  $11,072.86 $20,000.00 Total Gated Villages Income $315,417.04
5501 - LEGAL-GENERAL SERVICES $35,014.86 $30,000.00 Total Transfer to Reserves (99,254.00)
5600 - ASSOCIATION MANAGEMENT $143,922.48 $144,086.00 Total Gated Villages Expenses 140,291.62
B200 - SECURITY SERVICES $228,096.14 $216,000.00 Total Operating Net Income $75,871.42
8201 - SECURITY-APD & BCSO $23.265.00 $9,500.00
Total PROFESSIONAL FEES|  $519,749.09 $476,586.00
TAXES/IOTHER EXPENSES
5200 - ALLOWANCE FOR DOUBTFUL ACCOUNTS|  (510,012.48) $7,000.00 .
5360 - COMMUNITY EVENTS $496.61 $15,000.00 ®
5870 - WELCOME COMMITTEE $0.00 $1,200.00
5300 - WEBSITE $7,509.08 $10,000.00
6100 - GATE & GUARDHOUSE MAINTENANCE $4,926 64 $4,000.00
6575 - SIGN/ENTRY MAINTENANCE $8,677.86 $2,500.00 2 f‘ d 4 k :
6500 - WALL REPAIR & MAINTENANCE $157,757.51 $75,000.00 Purl 1€ D rim lng Water
6500 - SNOW REMOVAL $14,310.77 $10,000.00 . .
550 LOCKS S KEYS 5o 50000 Coolers, Crocks, Alkaline, Rainshower, TGI
8250 - MISCELLANEOUS $538.74 $500.00 M-F 10am-6pm Sat 10am-5pm
5400 - HDROA OFFICE $9,332.40 $9,336.00
8300 - TAXES - CORPORATE $5,768.00 $8,000.00
Total TAXESIOTHER EXPENSES| _ S187.614.44 TIaS036.08 Owner 4710 Tramway Blvd NE C-3
UTILTIES MICHAEL LEYBA Albuquerque, NM 87111
7100 - TRICI 173.07 000,
oo reLermone sramoo] stio000 * STORE: (505) 298-7332
: www.watertogo1509.com
7900 - WATER/SEWER $62,699.69 $60,000.00 * FAX:(505)332-3288
Total UTILITIES|  $66,892.76 $64,100.00 o "
Total Experﬁl $1,238,529.97 | $1,215,842.00 Purified water and ice, BPA free Bottles,
- 24-hour Water Teller, CBD.
Operating Net Income|  (570,573.93) ($25,289.00)) .
Thank You for Shopping Local
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“The right company, at the right time.”

Security & Investigations
__(505) 897-2420

; ww.ipégloba.com
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Examples of Fire Protection Steps You Can Take

The Fire Preparedness Committee will be sharing before and after pictures in the newsletter of actions High Desert homeown-
ers have taken to prevent damage to homes and property. If you have examples to share with the Committee, please send them to
HD.firepreventioncommittee@gmail.com. A committee member is also available to take the photos and write the text.

Fire Risk Achievable 1% Steps
Ladder Fuel Under Trees Limbing Up Trees & Re oving Bushes

F}efore

The before photo shows a fairly
classic ladder fuel issue whereby
grasses could ignite the smaller
bushes and then ignite the larger
bushes and then finally ignite the large
pine tree which can send embers onto
the roof and damage the exterior of
the home.

Plant Removal to Separate Bushes & Trees
After The before photo shows two very
large and very flammable rosemary
bushes under the desert willow.

The after-photo shows removal of the
rosemary bushes and the limbing up
of the tree to create separation and
reduce the risk of the tree igniting.

NEW MEXICO’S MOST TRUSTED
SOLAR COMPANY SINCE 1997.

Ak W ok

CHECK OUT OUR
ONLINE REVIEWS

Choosing the right company to install your solar electric system is important -- your system should last you for decades!
With Positive Energy Solar's 4500+ happy customers, $0-down financing options, and industry-leading 30-year warranty,
you can feel confident knowing you made the easy & right choice to go solar & save on your electric bills!

Schedule a FREE virtual consultation with your
High Desert solar specialist today!
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New High Desert Compliance Officer Stefan Nicholishen
Is Former Hockey Player, Firefighter and G4S Head of Security

Stefan Nicholishen has
spent the last six months
riding up and down High
Desert streets on daily patrol
for G4S as Head of Security.
He’s taken emergency calls,
found pets, knocked on
doors and reported suspi-
cious vehicles to police.

Now he is working for
High Desert in a different
capacity. In June he applied
and was hired by HOAM-
CO as High Desert’s new - —
compliance officer and ad- Stefan Nicholishen
ministrative assistant in the Northeast Heights HOAMCO office
on Montgomery.

Stefan is responsible for identifying compliance problems, noti-
fying homeowners and following up with letters and fines if neces-
sary. He drives High Desert streets weekly and notes houses where
violations have occurred. Violations can include empty trash cans
left on the curb or stored in front of gates, weeds that need to be
pulled, visitor parking that has exceeded time limits, neglected re-
pairs, trash in yards or any other infraction of the High Desert
CC&Res.

Stefan lived in Albuquerque as a child and moved to British Co-

——

§f5 37%227 . research rev1ews on yelp‘

lumbia as a teen to play hockey at the Junior A level for four years.
He left hockey to become a wildland firefighter for six years, fight-
ing forest fires in the Yukon, British Columbia and Alberta. “It was
a tough job,” he said, “but I enjoyed it. I loved the team aspect,
being outdoors and in such remote areas” He said he is watching
the current wildfire situation in the west closely and feels a special
connection with the thousands of firefighters on the line.

High Desert Concrete and Paint Issues

Right now, Stefan is paying particular attention to concrete and
paint issues in High Desert. “We are seeing aging concrete drive-
ways with crumbling pads and cracks,” he said. He is sending out
courtesy violation letters to residents to repair those issues. He
recommends homeowners submit a plan for repair to the Modifica-
tion Committee, get approval, contact a concrete company and then
call him to say that steps have been taken. “I want to work with
people to fix the problem. We aren't here just to fine homeown-
ers. We want to maintain the beauty and property values of the
community”

Stefan is also looking at any peeling paint on gates or around win-
dows and garages, he said. Weeds are another concern this time of
year. “IfI can see weeds from the street, they need to be pulled,” he
said. “Weeds spoil the neighborhood and once they go to seed, they
spread to your neighbor’s yards, which is not a good thing”

Stefan can be contacted at HOAMCO at (505) 314-5862 ext.
2212 or by email at: stefan@hoamco.com.
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Auto Burglary and Auto Theft Are Crimes of Opportunity

By Geoff Shuster
High Desert Crime Prevention Committee Member

All of us are glad to see improvements in COVID related chal-
lenges that we have all faced over the past year. Now that we can
get out more, we are also driving more. Whether you are driving
to the grocery store, High Desert Park, or simply parking your car
in the driveway at home there are some things everybody should
consider in order to prevent what police call “the 30-second
crime.” That crime is auto burglary, which is basically a smash
and grab crime. Or, even worse, is to experience auto theft. High
Desert is located within the Foothills Area Command and while
this type of crime is less prevalent in High Desert than elsewhere
in the city, it still occurs here.

It’s important to understand that auto theft and auto burglary
are crimes of opportunity. Thieves can spot vulnerabilities that we
ourselves either don’t see, or see and forget. The good news here
is that there are a number of things that you can do to reduce or
eliminate these opportunities for any would-be thief.

High Desert Auto Crime Statistics from Crimemapping.com

Total Year To
Type of Crime Year 2021 aul Qe Date
Burglary Auto 1 2
Auto Theft 2 3 5
Total 3 4 7

Listed next are some do’s and don’ts to help prevent auto bur-
glary or auto theft:

Your
Memories,
Our
Expertise

Custom Picture Framing
Mirrors
Photo Restoration
Photo, Slide & Negative Archiving
Large Format Printing

High Desert art & frame

Glenwood Village Shopping Center -~ —
(Trarmway & Montgomery) HZ@h Désgrt

12611 Montgomery Bhvd, NE Suite A-4 sl

oL b 4 =)

framers@highdesertartandframe.com

www.highdesertartandframe.com

DO:

* Do store all your valuables as well as your shopping bags in the
trunk.

* Do unload your shopping and valuables as soon as you get
home.

* Do lock your “in car” trunk-opening access whenever you leave
your car if you have that option.

* Do lock all doors and windows even if you are only away for a
short time or “just running inside to pick up something.”

* Do use your vehicle alarm and/or anti-theft devices if you have
them.

* Do park in the garage whenever possible but if you must park
outside, find a well-lit area where you and your neighbors can
see your vehicle.

* Do close your garage door all the way down (don’t leave it part-
way up to let in air for example). If your garage door has an
“off” switch for the garage door opener turn it off.

* Do roll up windows and lock your car doors whether you are at
the store or at High Desert Park.

* Do place items in your trunk before reaching your destination;
not after you got there.

DON’T:

* Don’t leave valuables in your car, or at least keep them well out
of sight — mail, cell phones, laptops, luggage, cash, firearms
etc. — everything, since would-be thieves can’t tell if that gym
bag has your dirty socks, your wallet or your purse in it.

* Don’t leave your automobile title in your car’s glove compart-
ment. Note, New Mexico requires a paper copy of your au-
tomobile insurance and registration to be available so unlike
many other states, a copy on your cell phone isn’t acceptable
proof. Carry it in your wallet or purse.

* Don’t leave your garage door opener in your car; especially if
you park it in your driveway.

* Don’t leave your car running unattended.

* Don’t leave a second set of keys hidden inside or attached to
your car.

Auto burglaries do occur in High Desert and this includes auto
burglaries in gated communities; they have also occurred at High
Desert Park while people were there playing with their dog or
watching their kids at the playground. However, following these
“Do’s” and “Don’ts” will greatly reduce the chances that your car
is the one that was burglarized.

Note: Dr. Janet Brierley has written crime-related articles in past edi-
tions of the Apache Plume including one with some of the do'’s and don ts
noted above.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL TUTOR

Retired New Mexico Teacher
28 years experience Grades K- 5
General Education and Special Education

Math « Reading * Writing
$35/hour flexible schedule

Excellent References

Contact Michael Hecht
(505) 401-3436
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What a Wonderful World

You know we all want about the same thing. Yeah, to be happy. Well, what
does that mean? Let me paint a picture and see if you agree. How about walk-
ing around having all your bills paid and your finances
taken care of? Your only job is to have fun. Sounds too
good to be true? Whether you believe it or not, many of
your neighbors have all these things, and it’s not hard
to tell who they are. This experience is our mission for
our clients: a full concierge financial planning service.
Pretty cool, “eh?”

Now, here is the sad part. Most people are unwilling
to ask for help with their finances, and I get it. It can
be scary, but it shouldn’t be! In my 35 years in the busi-

Steve Lynch ness, [ have spoken with many great people who do great
Cert‘fli)‘;d Financial things for the world. However, when it came to their fi-
anner

nances, they were missing the mark! It not only caused
them stress but also took unneeded time out of their life!
I don’t do my own dentistry work, just like you shouldn’t handle your own fi-
nances. It’s not always big changes that cause people to fail. Minor changes
make a huge difference, and you owe it to yourself to make sure you’re doing
the right things before it’s too late! Whether it’s taxes, retirement planning, es-
tate planning, etc., making minor adjustments will have a significant impact on
yourself and your family.

Only do what brings you joy! Life is too short!

Call today for a complimentary consultation!

Trusted and Licensed since 1986

STEVE LYNGH

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER

WWW.STEVELYNCHVWVEALTH.COM
FREE Confidential Consultation 881-PLAN

Advisory services offered through Steve Lynch Wealth Management. Securities offered through United Planners’
Financial Services, Member FINRA, SIPC. Steve Lynch Wealth Management and United Planners’ are not affiliated.
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Committee Conducts Walkabouts To Hear Fire Safety Concerns

By Judy Pierson, Chair of the Fire Preparedness Committee

The High Desert Fire Preparedness Committee (FPC) is con-
ducting “Walkabouts” in each village to listen to concerns resi-
dents have about fire-safe landscaping.

A Walkabout is initiated after a request by a Voting Member. A
group comprised of Judy Pierson, FPC Chair, Jim Montoya, High
Desert Landscape Consultant and Kayla Bryant, Account Manager
for Yellowstone Landscaping meet with residents assembled by
the Voting Member (VM) to walk through the village. During the
tour, residents ask questions about what they or their village can do
to fire-harden their homes and their community.

During the walk, homeowners are able to discuss fire safe prac-
tices and principles while identifying barriers they are experienc-
ing in trying to implement those practices. In Wilderness Village,
for example, one issue was a lost key to a gate owned by the city’s
Open Space division that prevented homeowners from accessing
their property below the retainer walls.

Many residents also have questions about safe tree and brush
management. Their questions include: “Do I need to cut that one
down?,” “How far would I need to remove limbs so that they don’t
catch fire from bushes nearby?” “Are my bushes separated enough
to stop the spread of fire?” The experts share parameters, and
distribute a “Firewise” pamphlet from the National Fire Protection
Association to all residents as a reference.

A common question from homeowners is “Do I need permis-
sion from the Modification Committee to do these maintenance
items?” Removing trees and bushes does require MC approval at
this time. General maintenance (cleaning under trees or removing

HELPING YOU T
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Gary Shaw is

about the mecha
our explorations of n
with ¢
Thanks Gary!!

P

i Gary has a proven track record of
‘ helping people Buy and Sell Smart. For
but his background, how it
influences his approach to Real Estate,
and why he is Albuquerque’s High
Desert Expert, call today!

: AN

Conducting a Walkabout at Trailhead Village is (L-R) Jim Montoya,
Landscape Consultant; Jeff Mitchell, Trailhead Village homeown-
er; John Ledwith, Committee member, Judy Pierson, Chair of the
Commiittee, and Paul Bonaparte, High Desert resident.

limbs) does not. If you have doubts, always check with the MC.
We try to identify resources and information residents need to take
steps to protect their homes. In most cases, identifying an arroyo-
specific or community-wide concern puts the issue on the list to
be evaluated and prioritized by the Board and Landscape Planning
committee. The feedback is invaluable to the planning of land-
scape maintenance in High Desert. Any measure taken contributes
to a safer community. To set up a Walkabout for your village, contact
your VM representative or HD.firepreventioncommittee@gmail.com.
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; of houses than most other age
ighborhoods, plus the type of house we want
eat sense of humor and utmost expertise and professionality.

Pat & Rob D., Los Alamos/Sandia Labs Scientists

GARY SHAW |

Associate Broker :: REALTOR® :: BSME
MOBILE :: 505.506.9941 &
Gary@GaryShaw505.com &
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Today, 125 years' worth of moving
pXperience’ won’t cost you a penny
more than an unknown mover.

J PRORELO
" PROFESSIONAL RELOCATION

. I 2 ~ Interstate Agent for Bekins Vanlines
THIS IS MOVING .
L forereinansr 4 ., A t
e T
7 {nmw @y - ¥ ny $|ze move o)
| Th el Lo
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anywhere on the
planet, call us today
for a free quote:
sy A (505) 888-1007 or
s (800) 203-7654

We do all types of
moves, large and small.
Gall or email us today
for a free quote.

BEKINS

USDOT 2256609

MC770031
&’ROFESSIBNAL RELOCATION

1600 1st St., N.W. « Albuquerque, NM 87102

905.888.1007

www.myabgmover.com
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Kitty Smith Appointed to Board of Directors in June

Kitty Smith, Chaco Compound, was appointed to the High Des-
ert Board of Directors in May following the resignation of Scott
Fletcher who moved out of state. Kitty will fulfill the remainder of Scott’s
term which will expire in 2022.

“We felt that Kitty Smith would
be a valuable addition to the
Board considering her commit-
ment to the association and her
extensive knowledge of the docu-
ments,” said Reg Rider, President
of the Board of Directors.

Kitty is a longtime volunteer
with High Desert, serving as a
Voting Member and Alternate for
Chaco Compound since 2014, as a
member of the Landscape Committee under Margo Murdock, and
most recently as Chair of the Gated Villages Committee.

Over the past year, she has remotely attended all Board of Di-
rectors meetings and has worked with homeowners to help them
install and use the Zoom platform.

“I’ve been attending Board meetings for the last 16 months,”
she said. “I had read all the bylaws and documents and when the
Board asked me to consider the appointment, I felt ready.”

Kitty and her husband are originally from Connecticut but have
lived in Albuquerque two separate times, moving here most re-
cently in 2012 when they bought their Chaco Compound home.
“We love the outdoors and hiking and the beauty here,” she said.

Kitty Smith

A teacher by profession, Kitty taught math in New York City
and most recently here at Albuquerque Academy before retiring.
Her husband works at Presbyterian Hospital. Kitty also volun-
teers regularly at the Library for the Blind in Santa Fe.

“I am very committed to being a full participant on the Board,”
she said. “I’m prepared to do the work and put in the time re-
quired. And I feel strongly about the importance of interacting
with the community in a friendly and neighborly fashion.”

Want to Start Neighborhood Watch?

Interested in starting a Neighborhood Watch program on your
street or in your village? A neighborhood watch program is a
group of people living in the same area who want to make their
neighborhood safer by working together and in conjunction with
local law enforcement to reduce crime and improve their quality
of life. For more information on how to go about establishing a
Neighborhood Watch, go to the website at www.highdesertliving.
net/Community Safety/Neighborhood Watch, or contact HOAM-
CO at highdesertmanager@HOAMCO.com

Gated Villages Committee Chair Position Now Open

A volunteer is needed to assume the position of the Gated Vil-
lages Committee. The Chair supervises the committee which meets
quarterly to address the specific needs and interests of High Desert
gated villages. The group interacts with the Board and presents
pertinent issues for Board actions. Interested volunteers should
contact HOAMCO and fill out a Statement of Interest, found online
at www.highdesertliving.net/Important Forms.

TERRITORIAL

ROOFING COMPANY, INC.

Specializing in the repair and replacement of flat
and pitched roofs in Albuguerque and
surrounding communities.

Call today for a free inspection and estimate

* 505-268-LEAK or 505-265-6152

Honest, Quality Work Since 1973

800 Rankin Rd, NE + www.territorialroofing.
A+ Rating Better Business Bureau * NM Lic. 21426
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By Margo Murdock

Color For The Heat

From mid-May to early July Albuquerque
has its high summer. We are seeing tem-
peratures 100 degrees or more frequently.
That’s tough on most plants — they wilt or
get crispy foliage, but some natives and a
few xeric plants can handle the heat. The
following list includes some of my favorites
that have performed well for me and still
have good-looking foliage.

Plants that do well in the desert have one
or more of the following characteristics: small leaves or spines
like White Sands giant claret cup, light color leaves usually gray
like desert sage, fuzzy leaves like lambs ear, coated or waxy leaves
like cottonwood. Others have water storage leaves like prickly
pear, storage roots like giant four o’clock or bush morning glory,
or deep roots like the prairie plants. Some, like yucca, open their
stomata (breathing) pores only at night. And finally some plants
go dormant when it gets really hot and save their energy for the
monsoons.

My choice of plants all bloom during summer. So I like the
white blooming blackfoot daisy, which you’re more likely to kill
with too much water. I saw a wonderful combination in nature:
feather dalea blooming with its little pinky-purple feathery pea
blooms with an underlayer of blackfoot daisy. I also like Gaillar-
dia, or blanket flower, which has yellow and red-orange petals.

Margo Murdock

High Desert Resident <
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I have one of my favorite plants, the lovely purple Amethyst Falls, in
a prime spot over my pond where it blooms well into the fall.

the original one (G. aristata) and the little Goblin one. Both are
tougher than their newer cousins. I have them in my small rock
garden on the west side of the driveway. [ also have a purple prai-
rie skullcap that is sterile and blooms almost all summer. I liked
it so much I now have five of them. High Desert has the cherry-
colored version of this plant in the common area on the southwest
corner of the Academy and Cortaderia intersection near the wall.

I know the trade has many different colors, but my favorites are Continued on page 21

Complete Supply of Landscaping Materials

PETE’S

LANDSCAPING & MATERIALS, LLC
SINCE 1980

5200 Modesto Ave. NE

ENERS

EIREWGEEOD

Pinon - Juniper - Cedar  Oak

Mesquite Firewood for Commercial Use Mo dasta e N .
Deli\_ggryqr_l_’igig-.ﬁp=_ > S | e Pete’s v S
=
=
* Veteran Owned ¢ - 125
¥ 9
Monday-Friday: 8-5 p.m. Alameda

Saturday: 8-3 p.m.
www.peteslandscaping.com

NM Lic. 92952
GB98/MS-6GS8/GS-16
B v - -

BONDED INSURED
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Color For The Heat: — From Page 20

I’ve written about the ornamental oreganos before and I just
ordered another one called Kent Beauty. My favorite is Ame-
thyst Falls (see photo on page 20) because the plant looks like
it’s blooming well into the fall. The seed head dries to a slightly
darker version of the bloom and stays on the plant. The foliage
stays green. Hopley’s is another variety I have with a completely
different style of bloom, and then I have the original that blooms
with little oriental-style yellow lanterns. Even the dried seed-
heads are interesting. These plants need very little water.

Many of the plants in the primrose family are adapted to the
heat. They bloom new each day then the old bloom turns an-
other color. The best performers include white blooming tufted
evening primrose (pink the next day), yellow blooming Missouri
evening primrose (“Comanche Campfire” has gray leaves, orange
dried blooms), and a related plant yellow blooming sundrops (Ca-
lylophus, turning orange the next day). I like to deadhead all my
primroses because that keeps them blooming. All are morning bloomers.

Another slightly taller plant would be a bee balm (Monarda
fistulosa) that comes from the Witchita Mountains in Oklahoma.
It’s a pinky purple bloom and very xeric compared to the red mil-
dew catching monardas.

And how could I pass up chocolate flower? The gold finches
love to hang on the stem and pull off the petals. This flower is my
morning dose of chocolate - a sunny yellow smiler.

Other choices include Maximillian sunflower, May Night
salvia, Persian stone cress, bush or sand penstemon, giant four
o’clock, and bush morning glory. Come visit my garden and I’ll
show these bloomers off.

www. highdesertliving.net

CURIOUS
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Homeowners Respond
To Communications Survey
want us to provide a system that pushes notifications to them

rather than homeowners having to go to the website to pull out
the information.

— From Page 1

What Are We Going To Do?

Our next step is to explore options for notifying High Desert
homeowners when important announcements or changes are
posted to the website or urgent emergency situations arise.
High Desert residents are diverse and no single mode of com-
munication fits everyone’s needs. We are exploring options
that would allow homeowners to choose how they are notified
(e.g., email or text) and for which topics. We believe that with
better communications leading homeowners to the website we
will not need to pursue either Facebook or more frequent pub-
lishing of the Apache Plume.

We will also explore ways to help Voting Members with
their village-specific communications. With better tools avail-
able, we hope that Voting Member communications with their vil-
lages will become more consistent and reach more homeowners.

The catalyst for this survey was the additional technology
options for communications that have become popular in re-
cent years. However, the survey made it clear that word-of-
mouth can be the most effective means for some residents. We
are also exploring options to facilitate such communications.

Thanks again to everyone who participated. We value your
feedback and please keep those ideas coming to us at:
communicationscommittee@hoamco.com.

$4.75+ million in tuition assistance

ABOUT TUITION ASSISTANCE?

e P

| -

istance applications in

Seprember!

Explore the Academy at aa.edu
(505) 828-3208 | Grades 6-12

ALBUQUERQUE
ACADEMY



High Desert www.highdesertliving.net

August 2021

High Desert Committee & Project Contact Information

If you have a question about High Desert, who should you ask?
The answer to many questions is easily found on the High Desert
website at www.highdesertliving.net. A calendar of events, all our
governing documents, easy access to the request form for modifica-
tions, and a great deal more is found on the site. When it comes to
High Desert, the website is the place to start. For other questions:

» Owners should contact HOAMCO at (505) 314-5862 for any in-
quiry about High Desert development, questions about the CC&Rs,
or concerns with the operation of the association.

* See the names and telephone numbers on the opposite page for
board members, patrols, website and newsletter information.

* High Desert residents can contact their elected Voting Members
for specific answers to questions concerning their villages. Village
Voting Member contact information can be found online at: www.
highdesertliving.net. At the top, click on “Villages” and choose the
village from the dropdown menu. Residents can also call the office
at 505-314-5862 to learn their village representative. High Desert
Committee chairperson contacts are below.

* Crime Prevention Liaison:
Douglas Weigle: 281-682-0255:
hdcrimeprevin@googlegroups.com

* Welcome Committee:

Amy & Bill Stein: (404) 987-5254: alsypula@gmail.com
Robin Troy; 505-967-5119; TRY RBN@YAHOO.COM

Everything
She Touches
Turns to

* Voting Member Chairperson:
Harrison Jones:505-440-8198 (cell): hjonesaz@gmail.com

* Gated Village Committee:
Position open. Contact HOAMCO if you are interested.

* Tramway Cleanup Project:
Michelle Lesher: 505-844-2854: mlesher222@comcast.net

* Fire Preparedness Committee
Judy Pierson: 505-220-9193: Judy@judypierson.com

* Communications Committee:
Co-Chairs: Reg Rider & Susan Camp:
CommunicationsCommittee @HOAMCO.com

G4S Provides
Vacation Watches for HD Homes

Are you leaving on vacation or business and would
like G4S to keep an eye on your home? You can call the
patrol service directly or fill out a form and submit it
electronically.

Go to the High Desert website at www. highdesertliving.
net. On the homepage, go to the bottom under Important
Forms and click on Vacation Watch Form. Residents can
fill the form out online and submit it directly. Or, call G4S
directly at (505) 485-5658.

SOLD |

If you're selling or buying a High Desert home, team up
with someone who can make the process easier, faster
and successful. Rachael Flance has the experience to
help you price your property, navigate negotiations and
real estate contracts, take advantage of fast-changing
markets and make your home sparkle in the eyes of a
buyer. Plus her out-going personality creates as much
fun throughout the process as you'll have placing the
SOLD sign in your yard. Now Let’s Get YOU Moving!

RACHAEL FLANCE
COLDWELL BANKER LEGACY
Associate Broker, CDPE, CRS, CLHMS

Cell: 505-977-6569 Ofc: 505-828-1000
Rachael.Flance@cblegacy.com
RachaelFlanceSellsHomes.com

Get Moving with

the help of your
High Desert Real
Estate Specialist

() NEWAMEXICO
COLDWELL COLDWELL BANKER
BANKER

LEGACY THE STATES FINE HOME SPECLALISTS
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©2021-2022
High Desert Residential
Owners Association
Board of Directors

Term:

President: * Reg Rider 2020-4/2022

Vice President ¢ George Marsh 4/2021-4/2023

Treasurer * Ray Berg 2020-4/2022
Secretary: * Steve Hartig 4/2021-4/2023
Director: « Kitty Smith 2020-4/2022
Director: * Neil Wetsch 4/2021-4/2023
Director: e Camille Singaraju  4/2021-4/2023

Contact Board Members by emailing:
highdesertboard@HOAMCO.com

Board & Committee Meetings

* Modifications Committee Meetings:
All requests processed by email. Write HOAMCO at
highdesertmanager@HOAMCO.com. For information on
submissions, see website at www.highdesertliving.net.

* Board of Directors Meetings:
Aug. 17, Sept. 21, Oct. 19, 2021 at 2 p.m.

Location: HOAMCO office conference room

* Voting Members Quarterly Informational Meeting:
Thursday, October 28, 2021 at 6:30 p.m.

Location: virtual Zoom meeting

* Town Meetings:
Sept. 17, Nov. 12, 2021: 3 p.m.

Location: virtual Zoom meeting

Note: For a complete list of all upcoming events and meetings,
see the website calendar at: www.highdesertliving.net.

The High Desert Apache Plume newsletter
(including all publishing and postal delivery costs)
is entirely paid for by advertising.

Please support our advertisers!

August 2021

Management:

* HOAMCO:
8700-A Education Pl. NW, Albuquerque, NM 87114
PO Box 67590, Albuquerque, NM 87193-6590
(505) 888-4479 Fax: (505) 888-4483

For Accounting and Billing Questions:
Website: www. HOAMCO.com
Email: HOAMCO@HOAMCO.com

* High Desert Office (Northeast Heights):
10555 Montgomery Boulevard NE

Building 1, Suite 100 87111
(505) 314-5862  Fax,: (928)-776-0050

(Located on the north side of Montgomery, west of
Juan Tabo between Savoy and El Patron restaurants.)

After-hours emergency maintenance phone contact:
Call (505) 221-0189 (an on-call staff member will
answer or return your call shortly.)

* Northeast Heights Office Hours:
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Management Staff:
* Community Manager: Lynnette Rodriguez,

Irodriguez@HOAMCO.com
highdesertmanager@HOAMCO.com

* Assistant Manager: Erin Brizuela
ebrizuela@HOAMCO.com

* Violations Coordinator and Administrative Support:
Stefan Nicholishen,
stefan@hoamco.com

* G4S:

Security Patrol: 505) 485-5658
(See page 5 for details on calls.)

» High Desert Apache Plume Newsletter:
Rebecca Murphy: Editor, (505) 377-7227,

EFEnews@outlook.com
Newsletter Liaison: Doug Weigle
CommunicationsCommittee@HOAMCO.com

* High Desert Website:
Website Liaison: Bill Freer & Mary Martin:

hdwebcom?21(@gmail.com

The next issue of the Apache Plume will be mailed to all
High Desert homeowners in mid-August. Contact Re-
becca Murphy (505-377-7227) to place an ad.

* Ad deadline for the November issue: Oct. 18, 2021

* Copy deadline for the November issue: Oct. 25, 2021

The Apache Plume is published quarterly by the High Desert Residential Owners Association.

The Apache Plume is endorsed by the Board of Directors and is the official publication of the Association: © 2021
High Desert website: www. highdesertliving.net; Management Company: HOAMCO: (505) 888-4479
Community Association Manager, Lynnette Rodriguez: highdesertmanager@ HOAMCO.com: (505) 314-5862
The Apache Plume is edited by Editorial Enterprises, Rebecca Murphy: EEnews@outlook.com: (505) 377-7227
Communications Committee, Co-Chairs Reg Rider, Susan Camp: CommunicationsCommittee@HOAMCO.com
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SHARON MCCOLLUM BELIEVES IN DOING WHAT’S
RIGHT FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY WHEN IT COMES
TO HIGH DESERT AND ALBUQUERQUE REAL ESTATE!

FREE MARKET ANALYSIS
CALL OR TEXT TODAY! (505) 269-6217

SOLD These Homes In Higb Desert!
SOLD! wm[ SOLD! |

Suanoa McCoLLum
MRS ]
Family Fira! Divieg Wt & Bight for You |

Sharon McCollum

Executive Broker
25 Million Dollar Producer

(505) 269-6217 e
(505) 822-0080 - :
SMMinABQ@aol.com ¢ - =
Pino ArroyoCtNE Paper Flower Place NE Twilight Trail PINE Desert Moon PINE

Sharon McCollum Approaches Real Estate Service from a Different Point of View. . .Yours!

Sharon McCollum knows that thoroughly understanding your
prospective is the key to achieving results when she helps you sell or

every step of the way. On a timely basis, Sharon informs you of her
progress and outlines the next steps she will take towards meeting

buy a home. That’s why she listens, truly listens, to your goals and
immediately develops an open line of communication that continues
throughout your transaction. Sharon then prepares a plan tailored to

your unique goals and enact the plan with energy and positive results.

It’s comforting to work with someone who has
your best interest in mind.

Sharon works as your real estate agent, counselor and consultant. She
has developed a meticulous follow-up system to keep you updated

your goals. It is comforting to know exactly where you stand at all
titnes.

To learn more about Sharon’s real estate service call today for a free
consultation on how to sell your home or buy a home.

You will find it is a pleasure to talk with a real estate
agent who sees things from your point of view.

Sharon McCollum works hard to make sure your goals are achieved,
and makes sure your best interests are protected at all times.

Associated with REMAX o The World's Largest Real Estate Company! Estate Properties « Worldwide Reach

25 Years of Superior Service in Albuquerque Real Estate

RE/MAX Select » 8300 Carmel Avenue NE, Ste 202 Albuquerque, NM 87122 + 505 269 6217 (505) 798-1000




